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William Walker
The Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny

William Walker (1824-1860), the ““Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny,”’ is the indispens-
able root that anchors the Sandinista revolution and current U.S. involvement in
Central America in true historical perspective.

Walker was the hottest news personality between the Mexican War and the Civil
War—for a time the most talked of figure in the United States. Yet today probably
not one U.S. citizen in ten thousand has ever heard of William Walker—a lost
character in American history.

But although forgotten even in his home state of Tennessee, Walker is still vividly
remembered in Central America as a devil with horns and a tail. Elementary school
books proudly acclaim the National War of 1856-57, when the ruthless imperialistic
invader William Walker and his Yankee mercenaries were driven out of Nicaragua
by the freedom fighters of the five Central American republics.

William Walker was a ‘‘quiet, modest student”’ before he was suddenly
transformed in 1849 into the “*bold, daring, dauntless revolutionist and warrior.”
The great change in his character, which occurred on the death of his fiancee, has
never been explained satisfactorily. His many shifts in occupation from doctor to
lawyer to journalist and to soldier of fortune have never been explained either.
Walker remains as much a mystery today as he was to his contemporaries, even to
his closest friends. '

These pages record the process of unraveling the mystery of the *‘Gray-Eyed Man
of Destiny,”” unlocking the hidden springs of Walker’s mind; and they bring into
sharp focus the stormy scenes during the early stages of U.S, imperialism climaxing
in the Mexican War.

Walker’s forays into Mexico, Nicaragua, and Honduras, until his death by firing
squad at Truxillo in 1860, will be the subject of succeeding volumes.
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The Man of Destiny

Yo 40y yo y mi circunstancia.
José Ortega y Gasset.

This fifth volume of William Walker’s biography follows his
steps from May, 1857, when he was expelled from Nicaragua,
untit his death in Honduras in September, 1860.

In his last speech, when facing the firing squad at
Truxillo, Walker begged pardon from those he had injured
and expressed a wish that his death benefited society.

I trust that the facts of his life recorded in this biog-
raphy-—of his inner world and of the external circumstances
that combined to create the Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny--will
help fuifill his last wish.

Again, I express my gratitude to those who have con-
tributed with their advice and personal attention to the tasks
of this work, in particular: to professor Steven Blakemore for
his attentive, critical reading of my manuscript; to Dr.
Oriando Icaza for his excellent drawings; to my son-in-law
Julio Veldzquez for the maps; to my late brother-in-law
Thomas Bacott for the photomecanics of the illustrations; to
the late Nicaraguan historian Andrés Vega Bolafios; to my
friend and preceptor el poeta bibliécrata Mario Cajina-Vega;
to Frederic Rosengarten; to John C. Moran; to Tony Falcon; to
my brother Enrique; and to my wife, Patricia and our
children--Alex, Michael, Amanda, Patrick (constant as his
Pentax), Robeart, Ricardo and Carla--to whom I owe large
debts of love and understanding for their warm support and
personal sacrifices.

A. B. G.
St. Charles, Missouri, March 12, 1991.
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