


William Walker 
The Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny 

William Walker (1824-1860), the "Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny," is the indispens­
able root that anchors the Sandinista revolution and current U.S. involvement in 
Central America in true historical perspective. 

Walker was the hottest news personality between the Mexican War and the Civil 
War-for a time the most talked of figure in the United States. Yet today probably 
not one U.S. citizen in ten thousand has ever heard of William Walker-a lost 
character in American history. 

But although forgotten even in his home state of Tennessee, Walker is still vividly 
remembered in Central America as a devil with horns and a tail. Elementary school 
books proudly acclaim the National War of 1856-57, when the ruthless imperialistic 
invader William Walker and his Yankee mercenaries were driven out of Nicaragua 
by the freedom fighters of the five Central American republics. 

William Walker was a "quiet, modest student" before he was suddenly 
transformed in 1849 into the "bold, daring, dauntless revolutionist and warrior." 
The great change in his character, which occurred on the death of his fiancee, has 
never been explained satisfactorily. His many shifts in occupation from doctor to 
lawyer to journalist and to soldier of fortune have never been explained either. 
Walker remains as much a mystery today as he was to his contemporaries, even to 
his closest friends. 

These pages record the process of unraveling the mystery of the "Gray-Eyed Man 
of Destiny," unlocking the hidden springs of Walker's mind; and they bring into 
sharp focus the stormy scenes during the early stages of U.S. imperialism climaxing 
in the Mexican War. 

Walker's forays into Mexico, Nicaragua, and Honduras, until his death by firing 
squad at Truxillo in 1860, will be the subject of succeeding volumes. 
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BOOK TWO: 

THE CALIFORNIAS 



vi 

CALIFORNIA REPUBLIC 

JULT 4, 1846: COL. JOHN c. FRERONT RAISES THE BEAR FlAG AT SONORA (BEAR, STRIPE• 
AND STAR STAINED 01 VHITE COTTON VITH THE JUICE OF BERRIES), AID 
IECLARES THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE "CALIFORNIA REPUBLIC." 

JULT 7, 1846: CBRRODORE JOHN D. SLOAT RAISES THE STARS-ANo-STRIPES OYER ROITERET 
AID OFFICIAllY TAlES CALIFORNIA FOR THE UIITED STATES. 

LIFE-SPAN: THREE OATS 

REPUBLIC OF LOVER CALIFORNIA 

NOYEft8[R J, 185J: COL. VllliAR VALIER RAISES THE TVO-STAR FLAG AT LA PAZ (THREE 
HORIZONTAL STRIPES, REDo VHITE AND REDo VITH TVO &OlDEN STARS 
IN THE VHITE), AND DECLARES THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE "REPUBLIC 
OF LOVER CALIFORNIA.• 

JANUARY 18, 1854: PRESIDENT VllliAR VALIER CHANGES THE MARE OF HIS "REPUBLIC OF 
LOVER CALIFORNIA" TO "REPUBLIC OF SONORA. • 

"AT 8, 1854: Ctl. VllliAR VALIER, "PRESIDENT OF SONORA," SURRENDERS AT LA PUNTA. 

liFE-SPAN: SIX RONTHS 
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CAU fORNIAREPUBL1C 

* * 
REPUBLIC Of LOWER CALifORNIA 
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