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FRANK LESLIE'S ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER

SEIZURE OF THE NORTHERN LIGHT

From the recent violent measures adopted by the U. S.
District Attorney against the Northern Light and her
passengers, it would appear that the Government is de-
termined to play out the neutrality farce on the Nicara-
guan question. What objects are sought to be gained
by this unnecessary harshness it would be difficult to
comprehend. We can understand the filibuster decree
and the hesitation in recognising Colonel French as the
natural results of the well known timidity of the Presi-
dent; but, after the press has everywhere spoken out and
the opinion of the country has been ascertained to be in
favor of a full, prompt, and cordial acknowledgment of the
new government, it seems to us that the proceedings di-
rected by our cabinet in the case of this vessel show more
of an apprehension of, and a desire to, conciliate Great
Britain than is consistent with the interests and feelings
of the people of the United States.

Were any personal advantages to be gained by these
rigorous measures, we should feel no surprise at their
adoption. We have had too many examples of the un-
scrupulous manner in which the public interests are sac-
rificed to personal objects, not to make due allowance for
this prevailing weakness of our statesmen. But, when
turning the question as we may, we see only one profitable
line of action to be pursued, and that the straightforward
and legitimate one, according to all sound and rational
views of international law, we must say that it augurs
something more than cowardice for men to pursue a course
which not only can prove of no advantage to themselves,
but which is directly opposed to our traditional policy.
Such conduct is only calculated to give consistency to
the charges of imbecility and incapacity which some of
the journals opposed to General Pierce’s administration
have been in the habit of bringing against it.

The folly of these proceedings is the more to be deplored
from the fact, that, in professing to sustain the laws,
they in reality violate them. No steps taken by the
District Attorney against the Nicaragua emigrants or the
persons concerned in their shipment can, for one moment,
be sustained in our courts. Neither under our neutrality
laws, nor under the provisions of the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty can these persons be rendered amenable for any
offence. The emigrants are neither fillibusters within the
meaning of the former, nor colonists in the sense of the
latter. Men can only be characterized and punished as
fillibusters who invade with arms in their hands, and
with the view of overturning the existing order of things
a country on friendly terms with their own. This condi-
tion is wholly wanting in the present case. There is but
one government at present in Nicaragua, and that govern-
ment has invited these men to enrol themselves under its
flag. Were its powers disputed, or did a shadow of the
former government remain, there might be some excuse
for this hesitation in acknowledging its existence. But
nothing of the sort is pretended; the aristocratic party in
Nicaragua has virtually abandoned the field to its oppo-

- nents, and at the present moment the supreme functions
of the State are wielded by Walker and his colleagues by
almost as indefeasible a right at that of our own govern-
ment. Under such circumstances, the constitution and
laws of this country interpose no obstacles to its citizens
taking service with another power. They would be in-
consistent in the last degree if they did. Whilst we throw
the shield of our protection over the subjects of European
governments who naturalize amongst us, we canmot pre-
tend to deny the same privilege to natives of our own soil

LA CAPTURA DEL NORTHERN LIGHT

Por las violentas medidas recientes adoptadas por el
Fiscal de Distrito Federal contra el Northern Light y
sus pasajeros, pareceria que el Gobierno estd determi-
nado a representar la farsa de la neutralidad en la cues-
tion nicaragiiense. Qué objetivos buscan obtener con
esta innecesaria rudeza, seria dificil de comprender.
Podemos entender el decreto filibustero v le vacilacidn
en reconocer al Coronel French, como los resultados
naturales de la bien conocida timidez del Presidente;
pero, después que la prensa por doguiera ha hablado y
lo opinién del pais ha sido verificada en favor de un
completo, rdpido y cordial reconocimiento del nuevo
gobierno, nos parece que los procedimientos dictados
por nuestro gabinete en el caso de este barco, muestran
mds un temor a, y un deseo de, conciliar a la Gran Bre-
tafia de lo que es consistente con los intereses y senti-
mientos del pueblo de los Estados Unidos.

; ‘ . s ;
Si se fueran a obiener ventajas personales por medio
de estas medidas rigurosas, no nos sentiriamos sorpren-

didos por su adopcién. Hemos tenido muchos ejemplos

de la forma inescrupulosa en la que los intereses publicos
son sacrificados por objetivos personales, para no hacer
las debidas concesiones por esta prevaleciente debilidad
de nuestros estadistas. Pero, ddndole vuelta a la cues-
tion como podamos, sélo vemos una ventajosa linea de
accion a seguirse, ¥ es la recta y legitima, de acuerdo a
tode sélida y racional opinién de derecho internacional;
debemos decir que augurg algo mds que cobardia para
los hombres, el seguir un curso que no sélo prueba ser
de ninguna ventaja para si mismos, sino que estd direc-
tamente opuesto a nuestra politica tradicional. Tal
conducta estd solamente calculada pare dar consistencia
a los cargos de imbecilidad e incapacidad que algunos
de los diarios opositores a la administracion del General
Pierce han tenido el hdbito de enrrostrarle.

.La insensatez de estos procedimientos, es mds de de-
plorarse por el hecho que, al manifestar sostener las le-
ves, estdn en realidad violdndolas. Ninguno de los pasos
dados por el Fiscal contra los emigrantes Nicaragiienses
o las personas interesadas en su embarque, pueden, por
un momento, sostenerse en nuestros juzgados. Nt bajo
nuestras leyes de neutralidad, ni bajo las estipulaciones
del tratado Clayton-Bulwer pueden estas personas estar
sujetas a juicto por ofensa alguna. Los emigrantes, ni
son filibusteros de acuerdo con las primeras, ni son co-
lonizadores en el sentido del segundo. Unos hombres
solo pueden clasificarse vy castigarse como filibusteros
cuando invaden con las armas en la mano y con el pro-
posito de trastrocar el orden existente de un pais en
términos amistosos con el suyo propio. FEsta condicion
falta totalmente en el presente caso. No hay sino un
gobierno en la actualidad en Nicaragua, v ese gobierno
ha invitado a estos hombres a enrolarse bajo su bandera.
Si sus poderes fueren impugnados o si existiere la som-
bra del anterior gobierno, podria haber alguna excusa
para este titubeo en reconocer su existencia. Pero nada
de esta suerte es alegado; el partido aristocrdtico en Ni-
caragua ha virtualmente abandonado el campo « sus
opositores y en el momento actual las supremas fun-
ciones del Estado son empuriadas por Walker v sus co-
legas con un derecho casi tan irrevocable como el de nues-
tro propio gobierno. Bajo tales circunstancias, la constitu-
cion y las leyes de este pais no ponen obstdculos a sus
ciudadanos para entrar al servicio de otro poder. Serian
inconsistentes hasta el iltimo grado si lo hicieran. Mien-
tras ponemos el escudo de nuestra proteccion sobre los
subditos de gobiernos Europeos que se naturalizan entre
nosotros, no podemos negar el mismo privilegio a los
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which we claim for foreigners. To do so would only be to
weaken, in the eyes of the world, the principle of individ-
ual liberty which we have been the first to assert, and
which bids fair to be consecrated by our efforts.

Whatever may have been the conditions under which
Walker and his associates obtained possession of the gov-
ernment of Nicaragua, it cannot be pretended that they
have now any bearing upon the questions involved in the
Clayton-Bulwer treaty. Had our government in any way
connived at, or encouraged the movement, those consider-
ations would unquestionably have some weight in their
decision. But as it is admitted on all hands that the
government of the United States observed the strictest
good faith in the maintenance of the conditions of that
treaty, whilst Great Britain as glaringly violated them by
the colonisation of the Island of Ruatan, we must exclude
them altogether from the discussion. We are bound to
look upon the present rulers of Nicaragua as if they were
entire strangers to this country, and to accept them as we
would any other independent fact, forced upon our recog-
nition by circumstances over which we had no control.
Viewed in this light and it is the only one consistent with
the established principles of international law, the provi-
sions of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty can have no applica-
tion to the case of these emigrants. They are not colonists
sent by this government to Nicaragua with any political
view such as is inhibited by that document. They are
simply settlers invited to the republic by its de facto
rulers for the purpose of cultivating its soil and develop-
ing its natural resources and advantages. No one can
legally dispute the right of the Nicaraguan government to
issue such an invitation. Still less can the right of our
citizens to accept it be contested. To such an arrange-
ment the government of the United States has not been,
nor canmot be, a party. The transaction takes place
lawfully without its cognizance and it can never maintain
the title it has assumed to interfere with it. It may refuse,
it is true, to recognise the new order of things in Nica-
ragua, but this denegation on its part will in no way atfect
the merits of the question which happily rest on a broader
and firmer basis than the crotchets of Presidents and
Secretaries, or a mistaken view of our relations towards
foreign cabinets. It involves, in a word, principles of
constitutional and international law which according to
present appearances will have to be decided by our courts
of law, and which there is no doubt will put an effectual
check on the hostile action of our government and its
subordinates. :

From the correspondence that has taken place between
Mr. Marcy and the Nicaraguan minister, it seems to be
now decided that the President will not recognise the mis-
sion of Colonel French. This determination has at all
events the merit of being consistent with the instructions
forwarded to Mr. McKeon. Unless Congress speedily
organises and interposes its authority we fear that Gener-
al Pierce will so compromise the interests involved in
the Nicaraguan question as to completely neutralise our
growing influence in Central America. Were he by his
pusillanimity and folly to throw Walker and his associates
into the close embrace of the allied governments it would
only be the fitting climax to the other mistakes of his
administration.

nativos de nuestro propio suelo y que le concedemos
a extramjeros. Hacer eso sélo seria debilitar, ante los
ojos del mundo, el principio de libertad individual que
hemos sido los primeros en afirmar, y que da indicios
de ser consagrado por nuestros esfuerzos.

Por cualesquiera que hayan sido las condiciones bajo
las cuales el General Walker y sus asociados obtuvieron
posesion del gobierno de Nicaragua, no puede alegarse
que ahora tengan alguna relacién con las cuestiones com-
prendidas en el tratado Clayton-Bulwer. Si nuestro gobier-
no en alguna forma se hubiera confabulado o hubiera
apoyado el movimiento, esas consideraciones tendrian, in-
cuestionablemente, alguna velidez en sus decisiones. Pero
como ha sido admitido por todos que el gobierno de
los Estados Unidos ha observado la mds estricta bue-
na fe en el mantenimiento de las condiciones de aquel
tratado, mientras que la Gran Bretafia tan noloriamente
las ha violado con la colonizacion de la Isla de Roatdn,
nosotros debemos excluirlas totalmente de la discusién.
Estamos obligados a mirar a los actuales gobernantes de
Nicaragua como si fueran enteramente extranjeros a este
pais, vy aceptarlos como hariamos cualguier hecho inde-
pendiente, forzando nuestro reconocimiento circunstan-
cigs sobre las cuales no tenemos conirol. Vistas bajo
esta luz, v es la unica consistente con los principios es-
tablecidos del derecho internacional, las estipulaciones
del tratado Clayton-Bulwer no pueden tener aplicacion
en el caso de estos emigrantes. No son colonizadores en-
viados por este gobierno a Nicaragua con algin pro-
pésito politico, como lo prohibe aquel documento. Son
simplemente pobladores invitados a la repiblica por sus
gobernantes de facto con el propdsito de cultwar su sue-
lo y desarrollar sus recursos naturales y sus ventajas. Na-
die puede disputar el derecho del gobierno Nicaragiiense
para extender tal invitacién. Aun menos puede dispu-
tarse el derecho de nuestros ciudadanos a aceptarla. En
tal arreglo, el gobierno de los Estados Unidos no ha si-
do, ni puede ser, parte. La transaccién tiene lugar legal-
mente sin su conocimiento y nunca puede invocar el ti-
tulo que ha asumido para interferir con ella. Puede re-
husar, es verdad, el reconocer el nuevo orden de cosas
en Nicaragua, pero esta denegacién de su parte, en nin-
guna forma afecta los méritos de la cuestion, que feliz-
mente descansan en una base mds amplia vy firme que en
los caprichos de Presidentes y Secretarios, 0 en un pun-
to de vista equivocado de nuestras relaciones con gabi-
netes extranjeros. Envuelve, en una palabra, principios
de derecho constitucional e internacional, los que de
acuerdo con las actuales apariencias tendrdn que ser de-
cididos por nuestros juzgados, los cuales, no hay duda,
pondrdn un freno efectivo a las acciones hostiles de nues-
tro gobierno y sus subordinados.

De la correspondencia que ha tenido lugar entre Mr.
Marcy y el Ministro Nicaragiiense, parece estar ahora
decidido que el Presidente no reconoce la misién del Co-
ronel French. Esta determinacién tiene en todos los ca-
sos el mérito de ser consistente con las instrucciones da-
das o Mr. McKeon. Al menos que el Congreso, rdpida-
mente organice e interponga su autoridad, tememos que
el General Pierce comprometerd de tol manera los in-
tereses involucrados en la cuestion Nicaragiiense como pa-
ra neutralizar completamente nuestra creciente influencia
en Centro América. Si por su pusilanimidad y tonteria
arroja @ Walker y sus asociados al intimo abrazo de los
gobiernos aliados, no seria sino una apropieda culmina-
cién de los otros errores de su administracion.
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Arresting the steamship “Northern Light.”

THE ARREST, BY THE UNITED STATES
AUTHORITIES, OF THE NORTHERN LIGHT

Our city was thrown into a fever on Monday, the 24th
inst. by the rumor that the steamship Northern Light
belonging to the Nicaragua Transit Company would be
detained by the United States authorities. About one
o’clock large crowds began to collect on pier No. 3, North
river, from which the steamer was advertised to sail. Mr.
MecKeon, United States District Attorney, and a number
of his Marshals were present and proceeded on board of
the Northern Light and took formal possession in the
name of the government. The act of seizure was not
known to the passengers till about half-past two, when
the news was circulated and the greatest commotion took
place in consequence. They were all acquainted with
what had taken place on Saturday, but it was not believed
that the government would order the vessel to be de-
tained, and they supposed that she would sail at the ap-
pointed time. At two o’clock there were between four and
five hundred persons on board the Northern Light, and
over that number on the pier. Of the passengers, three
hundred and fifty were, it was said, destined for the army
of General Walker in Nicaragua. There were a consid-
erable number of children also, and there was nothing in
the appearance of anything on board to justify the sus-
picion that they were engaged in a hostile expedition. The
greatest bustle and confusion prevailed on the steamer,
which increased as the hour of departure drew near, and
it was reported amongst the passengers that the vessel
had been seized, and should not sail that day.

The scene on the pier was very exciting, and at times
assumed a rather serious aspect. A report was rapidly
circulated among the crowd that the steamer would start
in spite of the officers of the law; and somebody said that
if they interfered, they ought to be thrown overboard. At
this juncture Mr. McKeon made his appearance on the
gangway, and commenced exhorting the crowd not to
violate the law by stopping him in the discharge of his
duty.

Captura del vapor Northern Light.

LA CAPTURA DEL NORTHERN LIGHT POR
LAS AUTORIDADES DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS

Nuestra ciudad entré en efervescencia el Lunes, 24
del corriente mes por el rumor de que el vapor Northern
Light, perteneciente a la Compafiia del Trdnsito de
Nicaragua seria detenido por las eutoridades federales.
Como a la una de la tarde grandes grupos comenza-
ron a formarse en el muelle No. 3, rio Norte, del cual
el vapor estaba anunciado a zapar. Mr. McKeon,
Fiscal Federal, y un numero de sus Alguaciles, estaban
presentes y procedieron a bordo del Northern Light y
tomaron formal posesion de él en nombre del gobierno.

El acto de la incautacién no fue conocido de los pasa-

jeros sino como a las dos y media, cuando circulé la
noticia v la mayor conmocion tuvo lugar en consecuen-
cia. Ellos estaban familiarizados con lo que habia tenido
lugar el Sdbado, pero no se creia que el gobierno orde-
naria la detencidn del vapor, v supusieron que zarparia
a la hora sefialada. A las dos de la tarde estaban como
cuatrocientas o quinientas personas a bordo del North-
ern Light v un poco mds de ese nimero en el muelle.
De los pasajeros, trescientos cincuenta estaban destina-
dos, se decia, para el ejército del General Walker en
Nicaragua. Habia un considerable niimero de nifios tam-
bisn, y no habia nada en apariencia de algo a bordo que
justificara la sospecha de que estaban empenados en una
expedicion hostil. El mayor ajetreo y confusion preva-
lecian en el vapor, los que aumentaron a¢ medida que la
hora de partida se acercaba, y se anuncid entre los pa-
sajeros que el vapor habia sido incautado ¥y que no zar-
paria ese dia.

Lo escena en el muelle era muy agitada, y a veces
asumia un aspecto un tanto serio. Rdpidemente circulo
la noticia entre la muchedumbre que el vapor zarparia
a pesar de los funcionarios de la ley; y alguien dijo que
si interferian, deberian ser tirados por la borda. En ese
momento, Mr. McKeon hizo su aparicion en el portalén
v comenzé a exhortar a la muchedumbre a que no vio-
laran la ley impidiéndole el desemperio de sus obliga-
ciones.
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The walking beam of the steamship finally commenced
a slow up-and-down motion, and the vessel, amidst a most
painfully intense excitement among the spectators, moved
slowly from the pier. Then followed a few backward
motions, which produced quite a revolution in the general
feeling, and the spectators were rapidly becoming dis-
gusted at the new turn which affairs appeared to be
taking. The change, however, was of short duration,
when it was perceived that she was once more heading
out into the river, and with considerably accelerated
speed. It was now evident that the captain had adopted
the peculiar tactics of the celebrated Wilkins Micawber,
and that he had only retreated preparatory to making
" a gpring. Cheer after cheer went up as she swept out
into the river, handkerchiefs were waved, and innumer-
able adieus were exchanged between the parting friends.
There were some in the melting mood, particularly the
women, of whom there were a considerable number on
board-—some laughing and exchanging jokes with “the
boys,” who all appeared to be in their element; while
others, who were determined not to be idle, indulged in
the innocent amusement of throwing apples at the pas-
sengers. .

The enthusiasm was now at its height; everybody
cried “go it,” and the vessel went as fast as the steam
could propel her. Some mounted a huge wood-pile,
from which elevated position they had an unobstructed
view as she passed down the bay, while others, less as-
piring, were content with'a more humble position at the
end of the pier. The gallantry of the crowd was aroused
by the sight of the ladies who were observed on deck, and
somebody having proposed “three cheers for the future
mothers of Nicaragua,” they were treated with a perfect
thunder-gust from the crowd. “Now,” cried another,
“we’ll have three more for the independent State of Ni-
caragua.” This met with a similar hearty response.

Mr. McKeon then left for the Navy Yard to confer
with Captain Bigelow, whom he saw. Captain B. at
once agreed to send the cutter with a sufficient armed
force to detain the Northern Light, if she had not left the
wharf; he also said he would have two steamers in an
hour and a half anchored off the Northern Light.

It was about a gquarter before four, when the Northern
Light left the wharf and proceeded into the river, having
on board the United States Marshals, intending no doubt,
to carry them to sea, as the filibusters did at San Fran-
cisco. The revenue cutter in tow of the steamtug, moved
through Buttermilk channel, so as to intercept the
Northern Light on her passage down the bay.

The Northern Light came on in the direction of Ellis
Island, and stood down the bay with her head towards
Sandy Hook. The revenue cutter went with the great-
est rapidity towards the Northern Light, and fired a
blank cartridge to bring the vessel to. The Northern
Light still kept on her course, when the cutter then fired
a ball, which passed under the “forefoot” of the Northern
Light. This produced the desired effect; her wheels
were immediately stopped, upon which the officer of
the revenue cutter boarded her and brought her up
to the North river and anchored her near the Jersey
shore, under the guns of the revenue cutter.

La biela del vapor finalmente comenzé a moverse
de arriba abajo y la embarcacién, ante la mds intensa
agitacion de los espectadores, se retiré suqvemente del
muelle. Luego siguid unos pocos movimientos de retro-
ceso, lo que produjo una seria alteracién en el sentimien-
to general, v los espectadores se fueron poniendo dis~
gustados ante el nuevo giro que las cosas tban tomando.
El cambio, sin embargo, fue de corta duracién, cuando
se noté que el barco una vez mds se enderezaba hacia el
rio, ¢ una velocidad considerablemente acelerada. Era
ahora evidente que el capitdn habia adoptado la tdctica
peculiar del célebre Wilkins Micawber, v que sélo ha-
bia retrocedido como accidn preparatoria para dar el salto.
Vitores tras vitores resonaron a medida que avanzaba
hacia el rio, se agitaron los pafiuelos, e innumerables sa-
ludos de despedida se cambiaron entre amigos que se
separaban. Habia algunos en el estado de dnimo de en-
ternecerse, particularmente las mujeres, de las cuales iba
un considerable numero a bordo—algunas riéndose e
intercambiando bromas con “los muchachos,” los que
parecian estar en su elemento; mientras que otras, que
se emperfiaron en no estar ociosas, se complacieron en la
inocente diversion de tirar manzanas « los pasajeros.

El entusiasmo estaba ahore ol mdximo; todos grita-
ban, Adelante! y el barco iba tan rdpido como sus md-
quinas podian impulsarlo. Unos se subieron a un enorme
montén de madera, desde cuya elevada posicion tenian
una vista libre de su llegada a lo bahia, mientras que
otros, menos decididos, se contentaron con lo humilde
posicion al final del muelle. La galanteria de la mu-
chedumbre se desperté a lo viste de las damas que se
observaban en el puente, y habiendo alguien propuesto
“tres vitores para las futuras madres de Nicaragua” fue-
ros obsequiadas con unos perfectos truenos de la muche-
dumbre. “Ahora,” grité otro, “tendremos otros tres por
el Estado Independiente de Nicaragua.” Este recibié
una entusiasta respuesta similar.

Mr. McKeon salié entonces para el Arsenal Naval ¢

conferenciar con el Capitin Bigelow, a quien vi. El

Capitdn B. inmediatamente acordd enviar un guardacos-
tas con una fuerza armada suficiente para detener al.
Northern Light, si éste no habia salido del fondeadero;
también dijo que tendria dos vapores en una hora y me-
dia anclados cerca del Northern Light.

Era cerca de un cuarto para las cuatro, cuando el
Northern Light dejé el fondeadero y procedié hacia el
rio, teniendo a bordo a los Alguaciles federales, con la
intencion sin duda de llevdrselos al mar, tal como hicie-
ron los filibusteros en San Francisco. El guardacosta
fiscal, a remolque, pasé a fravés del conal Buttermilk
para interceptar al Northern Light en su paso por la
bahia,

El Northern Light venia en direccion de Ellis Island
y se detuvo en la bahia con su proa hacia Sandy Hook.
El guardacostas se dirigié rdpidemente hacia el North-
ern Light y disparé un cartucho sin bala para detenerlo.
El Northern Light se mantuveo en su curso, entonces el
guardacostas le disparé un cafionazo que pasé bajo el
tajamar del vapor. Esto produjo el efecto deseado; sus
ruedas se detuvieron inmediatamente, después de lo cual,
el oficial del guardacostas lo abordé v lo trajo al rio Norte
v lo anclé cerca de la costa de Jersey, bajo los cafiones
del guardacostas.
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General Walker,

GENERAL WALKER OF NEW GRANADA

We have in our present number the opportunity of
presenting to our readers an authentic portrait of Gen-
eral Walker, commander-in-chief of the military forces of
Nicaragua. The picture is from a daguerreotype, by
Vance, of the city of San Francisco, California, and was
taken just before General Walker started for Nicaragua.
Col. French, now in this city, and gentlemen attached
to his staff, who have seen it, pronounce the resemblance
perfect. General Walker is a native of Tennessee, and
was educated for the legal profession. At an early age
he made a tour of Europe, and finished his education in
one of the German universities, where he learned to speak
the French, German, Spanish, and Italian languages,
and strange as it may appear, adopted the profession of
medicine, and entered as a student one of the best ins-
titutions of Paris. The quietude of the sick-room, as
might be supposed, did not suit his disposition, nor did
the bloody field of the dissecting-room accord with his
ambition. Leaving his native state he came to New
Orleans and connected himself with the press. We re-
member distinctly the first time we saw him, and were
attracted by his delicate person, pale freckled face, light
blue eye, and thoughtful expression. While attached to
the press, his writings attracted no particular attention,
except as true and straightforward statements. Walker
soon became dissatisfied with his position, the hero was
struggling within him and to enlarge his field, he went to

General Walker.

EL GENERAL WALKER DE NUEVA GRANADA

Tenemos en nuestro presente nimero, la oportunidad
de presentar a nuestros lectores un auténtico retrato
del General Walker, comandante en jefe de las fuerzas
militares de Nicaragua. El retrato es un daguerrotipo
por Vance, de la ciudad de San Francisco, California, vy
fue tomado justamente antes de que el General Walker
saliera para Nicaragua. El Coronel French, ahora en
esta ciudad, y caballeros agregados a su estado mayor,
que lo han visto, declaran el parecido perfecto. El Ge-
neral Walker es nativo de Tennessee y fue educado para
la profesién de las leves. A una temprana edad hizo un
recorrido por Europa, y termindé su educacion en una de
las Universidades de Alemania, donde aprendisé a hablar
los idiomas Francés, Alemdn, Espariol e Italiano, vy ex-
traiio como parezca, adopté la profesion de la medicina,
¥y entré como estudiante en una de las mejores institu-
ciones de Paris. La quietud de la enfermeria, como
puede suponerse, no se amoldaba a su disposicién, ni el
sangriento campo de la sala de diseccion estaba de acuer-
do con sus ambiciones. Abandonando su estado nativo,
se vino a Nueva Orleans y se conecté con la prensa.
Recordamos claramente la primera vez que lo vimos, y
fuimos atraidos por su delicada persona, su cara pdlida
pecosa, sus ojos azul claro, v su expresion pensativa.
Mientras estuvo ligado a la prensa, sus escritos no lla-
maron particularmente la atencién, excepto como decla-
raciones rectas vy francas. Walker pronto estuvo des-
contento de su posicicn—el héroe luchaba dentro de él
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California. At San Francisco he connected himself with
the Herald, but apparently restless, he threw aside the
pen, and moving to Marysville, engaged in the practice
of law; he soon commanded a lucrative practice. Amidst
the seeming prosperity of civil life, his attention was
drawn to the people of Sonora, Lower California, then
in open rebellion against Santa Anna. Many of the
oldest inhabitants of Sonora, got up an armed force
against the government, and invited Walker and his
friends to join them in the establishment of a liberal
overnment. Walker answered the call, was betrayed
lg)y the Mexicans, and returned to San Francisco. That
the attempt was a failure is history, but Walker, dis-
played throughout the affair an indomitable energy, a
firmness of purpose, and a gallant bearing, that estab-
lished his reputation as possessed of the materials of a
commander.

Walker, now Colonel, remained but a short time in
idleness. Looking over the field of adventure presented
by the decaying government of Central America, he
turned his attention to Nicaragua. Arranging his plans,
after overcoming almost insurmountable difficulties, on
the 5th of May he sailed from San Francisco in the brig
Vesta en route for Nicaragua, to aid the republicans of
that country, then at war with the Chomorro’s or aris-
tocratic party. 'On the 28th of June, Col. Walker and
his party arrived at Tola, engaged and defeated a party
of cavalry, which was driven back on Rivas. On the 29th
he fought the battle of Rivas, and was defeated by the
government troops, with a loss of ten men killed, and
nine wounded. Ordinary men under the circumstances
would now have despaired, Gen. Walker was apparently
destroyed, but not in the least disheartened or discour-
aged, he kept his forces together, though constantly on
the retreat. On the 2d of September, with all his force
he crossed from San Juan to Virgin bay by the Transit
route. On the 3d of October Gen. Walker was strength-
ened by the addition to his forces of Lieut. Colonel
Gilman, Capt. Davidson and thirty-five recruits from
San Francisco.

On the 13th of October the force under Walker at-
tacked Granada, and took the city by a gallant assault.
When charging, Col. Hornsby led the American Battalion,
and kept his position in the van, being the first on the
plaza and burning the first powder on the enemy. Gen.
Walker, with his usual coolness and bravery, was every-
where conspicuous. ‘When the fighting was over, a few
Americans had their attention drawn towards the San
Francisco church by some shots fired out of the belfrey.
Upon arriving on the spot, they found about eighty
prisoners —men, women and children— in the most
abject state of misery, and in chains, all of whom were
immediately released.

On the succeeding day, Sunday, October 14th, the
Presidency of the republic of Nicaragua was tendered to
Colonel (now General) Walker, and declined by him.
A committee of citizens, joined by the priests and Juan
Ruiz, late Minister of War, with Mateo Mayorga, late
Minister of Foreign Relations, called upon the American
Minister, Col. Wheeler, and requested that he would
proceed to Rivas, where General Corral was, with pro-
positions of peace. On the 22nd General Corral, com-
mander of the forces of the late government, surrender-
ed to Walker at Granada.

On the 23d, General Walker, Commander-in-Chief of
the democratic army of Nicaragua, signed a treaty of
peace with General Corral, late commander of the Cha-

morro troops, in Granada. The first article of the treaty

—y pare ampliar su campo de accién, se fue para Ca-
Lifornia. En San Francisco se conecté con el Herald,
pero eparentemente inquieto, arrojé a un lado la pluma
v se trasladé a Marysuille, se dedicé a la prdctica de las
leyes, y pronto dominaba una profesion lucrativa. En-
medio de la aparente prosperidad de la vida civil, su
atencion fue atraida hacia el pueblo de Sonora, Baja
California, entonces en abierta rebelion contra Santa
Anna. Muchos de los antiguos habitantes de Sonora,
congregaron unas fuerzas armadas contra el gobierno e
invitaron a Walker v sus amigos a unirse a ellos en el
establecimiento de un gobierno liberal. Walker respondié
a su llamado, fue traicionado por los Mexicanos vy regresé
a San Francisco. Que el intento fue un fracaso pertenece
a la historia, pero Walker exhibic durante ese lance una
indomable energia, una firmeza de propdsito v un porte
tan gallardo que establecio su reputacidn como poseedor
de la madera de un comandante.

Walker, entonces Coronel, permanecid, pero por poco
tiempo, en la ociosidad. Echando una mirada sobre el
campo de aventuras que presentaba el decrépito gobier-
no de Centro América, enderezé su atencion a Nicaragua.
Arreglando sus planes, después de superar casi invenci-
bles dificultades, el 5 de Mayo zarpé de San Francisco
en el bergantin Vesta en ruta para Nicaragua, para ayu-
dar a los republicanos de aquel pais, entonces en guerra
con el partido de Chamorro o partido aristocrdtico. Kl
28 de Junio, el Coronel Walker y su grupo arribaron a
Tola, se encontraron y derrotaron a un grupo de caba-
lleria, el que fue rechazado a¢ Rivas. El 29, luchd la
batalla de Rivas y fue derrotado por las tropas del go-
bierno, con una pérdida de diez hombres muertos y nueve
heridos. Hombres corrientes bajo las circunstancias se
hubieran ahora desesperado. El General Walker fue apa-
rentemente destruido, pero no en lo minimo descorazona-
do o desalentado, mantuvo sus fuerzas juntes, aunque
constantemente en retirada. El 2 de Septiembre, con to-
das sus fuerzas, cruzé de San Juan (del Sur) a Bahia de la
Virgen en la ruta del Trdnsito. El 3 de Octubre, el Ge-
neral Walker se fortalecic con la adicién a sus fuerzas
del Teniente Coronel Gilman, el Capitin Davidson y
treinta y cinco reclutas de San Francisco.

El 13 de Octubre, las fuerzas bajo Walker atacaron
Granada v tomaron la ciudad por medio de un valiente
asalto. En la carga, el Coronel Hornsby dirigié el ba-
tallon Americano y mantuvo su posicion en la vanguar-
dia, llegando el primero a la plaza v quemando la primera
polvora sobre el enemigo. El General Walker, con su
acostumbrada sangre fria y arrojo, era conspicuc por
doguiera. Cuando la lucha habia terminado, a unos po-
cos Americanos les llamé la atencién hacia la Iglesia de
San Francisco algunos disparos hechos desde el campa-
nario. Al llegar al lugar, se encontraron cerca de ochenta
prisioneros—hombres, mujeres y nifios—en el mds ab-
vecto estado de miseria, v encadenados, todos los cuales
fueron inmediatamente libertados.

Al siguiente dia, Domingo, 14 de Octubre, la Presi-
dencia de la Republica de Nicaragua fue ofrecida al
Coronel (ahora General) Walker, y declinada por él. Un
comité de ciudadanos, formado por los sacerdotes v Juan
Ruiz, anterior Ministro de la Guerra, con Mateo Ma-
yorga, anterior Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores, visito
al Ministro Americano, Coronel Wheeler v le pidieron
que procediera a ir a Rivas, donde estaba el General
Corral, con proposiciones de paz. El 22, el General Co-
rral, comandante de las fuerzas del anterior gobierno, se
rindié a Walker en Granada.

El 23 (de Octubre), el General Walker, Comandante
en Jefe del ejército democrdtico de Nicaragua, firmé un
tratado de paz con el General Corral, antiguo comandan-
te de las tropas de Chamorro en Granada. El primer
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declared that hostilities are suspended, and that there
shall be henceforth peace and friendship between the
belligerent armies. The second named Patricio Rivas
provisional President of the republic for the term of
fourteen months. The fifth declared a general oblivion
of all past political offences, and in the next the contract-
ing parties and the provisional President engaged to
recognise all debts contracted by the belligerent armies.
The twelfth and last provided that the governments here-
tofore existing in Nicaragua during the war, shall cease
so soon as the generals shall notify them of the said
treaty. By additional articles it was declared that
General Walker be recognised as General-in-Chief of the
armies of the republic; that Corral deliver up the cannon
and munitions of war, and that the government have its
residence in Granada. On the 10th of November Col.
Wheeler, United States Minister to Nicaragua was re-
ceived by President Rivas. By circumstances fast accumu-
lating around Gen. Walker, he is evidently destined to
be one of the most marked men of the present day. The
position occupied by Nicaragua, in the treaty stipula-
tions between the United States and England, makes it
a point of great importance, and Gen. Walker holds its
destiny in his hands. So far the government of the Unit-
ed States has so conducted itself as to fortify Gen. Wal-
ker’s position in the minds of the citizens at large, and
public opinion which is sole sovereign of the United
States, is rapidly coming to his rescue. Without approv-
ing of his military achievements, and objecting to his
interference in the affairs of a state at peace with this
country, the people of the Union can see in Gen. Walker’s
course that there are principles involved, that reach
beyond the mere checks of diplomacy, and that human-
ity is concerned in redeeming Central America from the
withering influence of decayed dynasties, and that the
fairest portion of the world, the transit between two great
oceans, the highway connecting our Atlantic and Pacific
ports, must be in the hands of a vigorous race and that
American institutions, and American spirit, if not the
American flag must wave over Central America.
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On Wednesday the Northern Light was submitted to
the search of the government authorities. The cargo
was examined, and the suspicious looking boxes that
were supposed to contain cannon and munitions of war,
were found to be filled with saddles, plowshares, and
printing presses! The search terminated about two
o'clock in the afternoon. At midnight the Captain with
the necessary documents, returned on board his vessel,
a farewell gun was fired and the Northern Light gallantly
stood out to sea, on her voyage to Nicaragua. Her de-
tention by the authorities finds no parallel for absurdity,
except in the conduct of the petty officials of Havana
who are so constantly annoying our commerce by their

unjust interference and sublime abuse of a little brief
authority.
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articulo declaraba la suspensién de hostilidades vy que de
ahora en adelante habria paz y amistad entre los ejérci-
tos beligerantes. El segundo nombraba a Patricio Rivas,
Presidente provisional de la repiblica por el término de
catorce meses. El quinto declaraba un olvido general
de todas las pasadas ofensas politicas, y en el siguiente
las partes contratantes vy el Presidente provisional se
comprometian a reconocer todas las deudas contraidas
por los ejércitos beligerantes. El duodécimo y ultimo
proveian que los gobiernos hasta ahora existentes en Ni-
carague durante la guerra, cesardn tan pronto como los
generales les notificaran dicho tratado. Por medio de
articulos adicionales, fue declarado que el Geneal Walk-
er fuese reconocido como General en Jefe de los ejér-
citos de la republica; que el General Corral entregaria
el caricn y las municiones de guerra, y que el gobierno
tendria su residencia en Granada. El 10 de Noviembre
el Coronel Wheeler, Ministro de los Estados Unidos en
Nicaragua fue recibido por el Presidente Rivas. Por
circunstancias que rdpidamente se van acumulando alre-
dedor del General Walker, éste estd evidentemente des-
tinado a ser uno de los mds notables hombres de la ac-
tualidad. La posicion ocupada por Nicaragua en las
estipulaciones del tratado entre los Estados Unidos e
Inglaterra, la convierte en un punto de gran importancia,
v el General Walker tiene su destino en sus manos.
Hasta ahora, el gobierno de los Estados Unidos se ha
conducido como para fortalecer la posicion del General
Walker en las mentes de la ciudadania en generdl, v la
opinién publica que es la unica soberana de los Estados
Unidos, esta ripidamente llegando en su ayuda. Sin
aprobar sus logros militares, y objetando la intervencién
en los asuntos de un estado en paz con este pais, el pueblo
de la Unidn puede ver en el curso del General Walker
que hay principios en juego, que llegan mds alld del con-
trol de la diplomacia, v que la humanidad estd intere-
sada en redimir a Centro América de las marchitas in-
fluencias de dinastias decadentes y que las porciones mds
bellas del mundo, el trdnsito entre los dos grandes océa-
nos, el camino real que conecta nuestros puertos en el
Atldntico vy el Pacifico, debe estar en las manos de una
raza vigorosa, y que las instituciones Americanas, y el
espiritu Americano, si no la bandera Americana, deben
ondear sobre Centro América.
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5 de enero de 1856

El Miércoles, ¢l Northern Light fue sometido a un re-
gistro por las autoridades del Gobierno. La carga fue
examinade y las cajas de aspecto sospechoso que esta-
ban supuestas a contener cafiones y municiones de gue-
rra, fueron encontradas llenas de monturas, rejas de
arados e imprentas! El registro terminé como a las dos
de la tarde. A medianoche el Capitdn con los documen-
tos necesarios, regresé a bordo de su barco; un saludo
de despedida fue disparado y el Northern Light valiente-
mente se hizo a la mar en su viaje a Nicaragua. Su de-
tencion por las autoridades no encuentra paralelo por
lo absurdo, excepto en lo conducta de los mezquinos
funcionarios de la Habana, que estdn constantemente
molestando nuestro comercio con sus injustas interfe-
rencias y el sublime abuso de una minima vy fugaz au-
toridad. -
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
'CENTRAL AMERICAN AFFAIRS

The President’s message is at length before the public.
Whatever exceptions may be taken to it in detail, it
must be conceded that it is on the whole an able and
creditable document. In its exposition of the difficulties
which have arisen between the governments of the
United States and Great Britain in regard to Central
American affairs, it places in a clear and incontrovertible
light the strength of the position assumed by us under
a fair and honest construction of the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty. It shows that the interpretation put upon the
obligations of that document by Great Britain is entirely
one-sided, and intended to appropriate the lion’s share
of an otherwise equitable bargain. The argument put
forth by British diplomatists, that the treaty does not
apply to the protectorate over the Mosquito coast, or to
the colonisation of Balize, inasmuch as they were rights
acquired anterior to the treaty is met by the statement
that at the time these pretensions were first advanced,
the whole country was a colonial possession of Spain,
and that consequently no relations or compact with the
Indian population could impart a title without the con-
sent of that country. Great Britain not only does not
allege the assent of Spain as the origin of her claims, but
by repeated and successive tredties she renounced and
relinquished all pretensions of her own, and recognised
the full and sovereign rights of Spain in the most unequiv-
ocal terms. It is only within a2 comparatively recent
period that these pretensions, without any solid found-
ation in the beginning, and thus repeatedly abjured,
were revived by Great Britain against the Central Amer-
ican States, the legitimate successors to all the ancient
jurisdiction of Spain in that region. General Pierce
shows that the object of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty was
for ever to quash all such claims, and that with that view
the government of this country had been induced to
waive certain interests and pretensions of its own, having
a much more natural and legitimate basis, and upon
which strong claims of right might have been founded.
It is clear, therefore, that the Clayton-Bulwer treaty was
intended to have a retrospective as well as a future
effect. Otherwise its only use would be to convert the
pretensions of Great Britain in Central America into
absolute rights, and to debar the legitimate growth of
our own influence in that quarter. This reductio ad
absurdum places the question in so clear a light, that it
would be difficult to conceive any line of argument by
which diplomatic shrewdness can meet it. We will not
waste time by anticipating the grounds on which the
British government rests its case. The correspondence
which has taken place on the subject will soon be before
us, and we shall then be in a position to discuss the points
raised by it with a more correct appreciation of their
value.

Thus far in what regards the Central American ques-
tion we have to express our unqualified approval of the
tone and temper of the President’s Message. He has
but expressed the general feeling of the country in the
firm and uncompromising manner in which he has as-
serted our right to a strict fulfilment of the Clayton-Bul-
wer treaty by the British government. But in bringing
this question to a positive issue —that of peace or war—
in which he has left if, he has wilfully closed his eyes to
the new considerations in which it has been involved by
the late revolution in Nicaragua, and which are hikely
to change entirely its aspect. Recent events have shown
that neither in this country nor in Great Britain is there

any disposition to embark in a conflict, which can be

avoided by reasonable mutual concessions; but as in this

EL MENSAJE DEL PRESIDENTE
CUESTIONES CENTROAMERICANAS

El mensaje del Presidente estd, por fin, ante el pu-
blico. Cualquiera de las reservas que puede hacérsele
en detalle, debe concederse que es en si un hdbil docu-
mento digno de crédito. En su exposicion de las difi-
cultades que han surgido entre los gobiernos de los
Estados Unidos y la Gran Bretaiia con respecto a las
cuestiones Centroamericanas, coloca bajo una clara e
incontrovertible luz, la fortaleza de la posicion asumida
por nosotros en unc justa y honesta interpretacion
del tratado Clayton-Bulwer. Demuestra que la in-
terpretacion dada a las estipulaciones de ese docu-
mento por Gran Bretafia es enteramente unilateral
e inclinada a apropiarse de la parte del leén en un
trato de otra manera equitative. El argumento pre-
sentado por los diplomdticos Britdnicos, de que el
tratado no es aplicable al protectorado sobre la costa
Mosquita, o a la colonizacion de Belice, por cuanto ellos
eran derechos adquiridos anteriores ol tratado, es con-

. frontado con la declaracién de que al momento en que

tales pretensiones fueron primeramente promovidas, to-
da la region era una posesion colonial de Espafie, v que,
consecuentemente, minguna relacion o trato con la po-
blacion Indigena podria crear un titulo sin el consenti-
miento de aquel pais. Gran Bretaiia no solamente no
alega el consentimiento de Espafia como origen de sus
reclamos, sino que por repetidos y sucestvos tratados
renuncié y abandoné todas las pretensiones de su parte,
v reconocio los totales y soberanos derechos de Espafia
en los mds inequivocos términos. IEs apenas dentro de
un periodo comparativamente reciente que estas preten-
siones, sin ningun fundamento sélido al principio, v por
ello repetidamente abjuradas, fueron revividas por Gran
Bretaria conira los Estados Centroamericanos, los legiti-
mos sucesores de toda la antigua jurisdiccion de Esparia
en esa region. El General Pierce demuestra que el obje-
tivo del tratado Clayton-Bulwer fue reprimir para siem-
pre tales reclamos y que con eso en mente el gobierno
de este pais ha sido inducido a renunciar ciertos intereses
y pretensiones propios, que tenian una base mds naturel
y legitima, y sobre la cual fuertes reclamos de derecho
pudieran haber descansado. Es claro, por lo tanto, que el
tratado Clayton-Bulwer tuvo el propdsito de tener un
efecto retroactivo asi como un efecto futuro. De ofra
manera sélo hubiera servido para convertir las pretensio-
nes de Gran Bretafia en Centro América en derechos
absolutos v el de impedir el legitimo crecimiento de
nuestra propic influencia en ese sector. Esta reductio ad
absurdum coloca la cuestion en tan clara vision, que seria
dificil concebir otra linea de argumentacién que la sagaci-
dad diplomdtica pueda confrontar. -No perderemos el
tiempo anticipando las bases sobre las cuales el gobierno
Britdnico planteard su caso. La correspondencia que ha
tenido lugar sobre el tema estard pronto ante nosotros,
y entonces estaremos en posicion de discutir los puntos
presentados en ella con una mds correcta apreciacion de
su valor. '

Hasta ahora en lo que respecta a la cuesticn Centroa-
mericana, hemos expresado nuestra absoluta aprobacién
del tono vy el temperamento del Mensaje del Presidente.
El no ha sino expresado el sentimiento general del pais
en la firme e intransigente forma en la que ha afirmado
nuestro derecho al estricto cumplimienio del tratado
Clayton-Bulwer por parte del gobierno Britdnico. Pero.
al traer esta cuestién a un punto positivo—el de la paz
o la guerra—en el que él la ha dejado, ha cerrado volun-
tariamente los ojos a las nuevas consideraciones en las
qgue ha sido envuelta por la ultima revolucién en Nica-

ragua, y las que es probable cambien enteramente su
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Central American question we seem to have arrived at a
sort of dead-lock in which diplomacy is completely at
fault, we must look for other means of escaping from the
difficulty in which we find ourselves involved by the
apparent determination of Great Britain not to waive
the unjust pretensions she has assumed. The key to
this difficulty has providentially been furnished to us
by the political changes which have taken place in Ni-
caragua. There, without any action or interference on
our part, has the whole guestion been virtually decided.
As Great Britain cannot pretend that either counte-
nance or encouragement has been given to General
Walker and his companions by our government, and as
the submissions of the Nicaraguan people cannot be
considered otherwise that as purely voluntary, it seems
to us that we are acting unwisely and recklessly in urg-
ing on at present the decision of the matters in contro-
versy between us and Great Britain. Why precipitate
a collision with that power which will be rendered un-
necessary by the natural course of events? Where is the
policy of making heavy sacrifices for the purpose of
securing a little sooner an object, which, if we only re-
main quiet, must inevitably be accomplished? It is un-
fortunate that General Pierce and his advisers have
personal interests at stake which prevent them from
recognising these truths. A quarrel with Great Britain
just now would materially advance those interests, but it
would as certainly tend to complicate and endanger those
national and vital objects which the country has in view.

We do not find fault with the message for evading the
issues raised by the Nicaragua question. It is but nat-
ural that it should. The position of the government is,
in this respect, a delicate one, in presence of the nego-
tiations at present pending with -Great Britain. But we
do blame its mis-statement of facts for the purpose of
justifying the course which the administration has
thought proper to pursue in reference to General Wal-
ker’s government. In that part of the message which
refers to Nicaragua, it is alleged, that the disturbed
infernal condition of that state renders it incumbent upon
the President to appeal to the good faith of our citizens
to abstain from unlawful intervention in its affairs, and
to adopt preventive measures for that purpose. Surely
it cannot be sought to defend the recent harsh proceed-
ings adopted against the Northern Light and its passen-
gers on such an assumption as this. ‘Where is the evidence
of the internal divisions and distractions of the Republic
under its new organizations? Is it to be found in the
existence of any armed force to resist the new govern-
ment? Is it to be discovered in the disposition of its
population generally, of its press, of its hierarchy or even
of its aristocratic classes, who were supposed to have most
reason to be discontented with the recent changes? The
brief, superficial, and general manner in which the mes-
sage touches upon Nicaraguan affairs, and its avoidance
of all reference to the mussion of Colonel French show
that the President has acted in this matter more in re-
ference to a previously conceived line of policy, than in
regard to the important bearing which the recent events
in Nicaragua will have upon the issues now in dispute
between our government and that of Great Britain., In
this he has committed a great fault of statesmanship, and
one from which the personal interests he has in view wi
benefit him but little in the eyes of the country. He will
find, before long, that in this question, as on all others,
an honest course would have been the most politic one.

aspecto. Acontecimientos recientes han demostrado que
ni en este pais ni en la Gran Bretafia existe dispo-
sicion alguna a embarcarse en un conflicto, que puede
ser evitado por concesiones mutuas razonables; pero co-
mo en esta cuestion Centroamericana parece que hemos
llegado a una especie de punto muerto en el que la di-
plomacia ha fallado, debemos de buscar otros medios de
escapar de la dificultad en la que nos encontramos en-
vueltos por la aparente determinacion de Gran Bretafia
de no renunciar a las injustas pretensiones que ha asu-
mido. La llave a esta dificultad nos ha sido providencial-
mente suplida por los cambios politicos que han tenido
lugar en Nicaragua. Alli, sin ninguna accién o interfe-
rencia de nuestra parte, toda la cuestion ha sido virtual-
mente decidida. Como Gran Bretafia no puede pretender
que aprobacién o apoyo hayan sido dados por nuestro
gobierno al General Walker y sus comparieros, ¥ como
la sumisién del pueblo Nicaragiiense no puede conside-
rarse de otra manera que puramente voluntaria, nos
parece que estamos actuando imprudente y desatinada-
mente al presionar en este momento la decision de los
asuntos en controversia entre nosotros v la Gran Breta-
Aa. Por qué precipitar un choque con ese poder que el
curso de los acontecimientos hard innecesario? Ddnde
estd la politica de hacer grandes sacrificios con el pro-
pésito de asegurar un poco mds temprano un objetivo,
que, si solo nos mantenemos quietos, debe inevitable-
mente lograrse? Es desafortunado que el General Pierce
y sus consejeros tengan Intereses personales en juego
que les impiden reconocer estas verdades. Una dispute
con Groan Bretofia justamente chora, promoveria mate-
rialmente esos intereses, pero tenderia ciertamente a
complicar y peligrar aquellos objetivos nacionales y vi-
tales que el pais tiene en mente. :

No encontramos error en el mensaje por evadir el te-
ma presentado por la cuestion Nicaragiiense. Es natural
gue lo hiciera. La posicién del gobierno es, o este res-
pecto, muy delicada en presencia de las negociaciones
actualmente pendientes con lo Gran Bretafia. Pero
censuramos sus aserciones erréneas de hechos con el
propésito de justificar el curso que la administracién ha
pensado adecuado seguir con referencia al gobierno del
General Walker. En esa parte del mensaje que se re-
fiere a Nicaragua, se alega, que la perturbada condicién
interna de aquel Estado hace obligatorio al Presidente
el apelar a la buena fe de nuestros ciudadanos de abste-
nerse de intervenciones ilicitas en sus asuntos, y adoptar
medidas preventivas con ese propdsito. Ciertamente
que no puede buscarse defender los recientes procedi-
mientos rigidos adoptados contra el Northern Light y
sus pasajeros en tal premisq como ésta. Ddénde estd la
prueba de las divisiones internas y perturbaciones de
la Republica bajo su nueva organizacion? Se ha de
encontrar en la existencia de cualquier fuerza armada
para resistir al nuevo gobierno? Se ha de descubrir en
la conducta general de su poblacidn, de su prensa, de su
jerarquic o atn de sus clases aristocrdticas, quienes se
suponen tener la mayor razoén de estar descontentas con
los cambios recientes? La forma breve, superficial vy ge-
neral en la que el mensaje toca los asuntos Nicaragiien-
ses, ¥y su evasidn de toda referencia a la mision del Co-
ronel French, demuestran que el Presidente ha actuado
en este asunto mds de acuerdo a la linea de politica
previamente trazada, que en atencion al importante im-
pacto que los acontecimientos recientes en Nicaregua
tendrdn sobre los puntos ahora en discusién entre nues-
tro Gobierno y el de la Gran Bretaiin. En esto ha
cometido una grave falta en su calidad de estadista, y
una de la que los intereses personales que tiene en mente
se beneficiardn, pero muy poco ante los ojos del pais.
El encontrard, no muy lejos, que en esta cuestién, como
en todas las otras, un curso honesto hubiera sido el mds
politico.
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LAW INTELLIGENCE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S
OFFICE - Dec. 29, THE NORTHERN LIGHT
AFFAIR—LETTER FROM THE COLLECTOR

Custom-House, New York,
Collector’s Office, Dec. 29, 1855.

Dear Sir: — Your letter of the......... inst., informing
me of the arrest of George B. Hall, Addison Farnsworth,
and ..o Creighton, on charges of a breach of the
Neutrality Act of Congress of 1818, was received during
my absence. I have to inform you that the further serv-
ices of the persons referred to in the revenue service
have been dispensed with. Hall has resigned, Farnsworth
has been suspended, and Creighton removed. Yours,

very truly,
Heman J. Redfield, Collector.
To the Hon. John McKeon, &c.

LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT-ATTORNEY
TO PARKER H. FRENCH

Southern District of New York,
United States District-Attorney’s Office, Dec. 29

Sir:—On the 24th day of December inst. a complaint
under oath was made at this office that you, together
with other persons, had in this district begun, set on
foot, provided and prepared the means for a military
expedition or enterprise to be carried on from this coun-
try against the Territory of the Republic of Nicaragua,
with whom the United States are at peace. The facts
so charged amounting to an offence against the laws of
the United States, a Commissioner of the United States
thereupon issued his warrant for the arrest of all parties
charged in the affidavit with a violation of law.

This warrant has been served on all parties therein
named with the exception of yourself. I deem it my
duty now to state to you the reasons of my delay in
the execution of the warrant. On the 22d inst. I had
an interview with you, in which I stated to you the in-
formation I had received in relation to the proposed
departure of large bodies of men in the steamer North-
ern Light, on the 24th inst., for the purpose of in-
vading the Territory of Nicaragua. You disclaimed any
knowledge of any such movement. In the interim, you
claimed to be in the United States in a diplomatic char-
acter. The Government of the United States has at
all times conformed to the practice of the laws of na-
tions, and I felt satisfied that the President would
extend to any person claiming that relation such court-
esy as in his judgment comported with the dignity of
the United States.

From the correspondence, copies of which have since
been delivered to you, it appears that you have not been
received or acknowledged as a Minister by the Execut-
ive of the United States, that you have no right as an
accredited Minister. Your position is “simply that of
a person coming to this country to present himself as
such, and not received by reason of its failing to appear
that he represented any lawful Government.” The
letter of the Attorney-General further adds, “that under
such circumstances any diplomatic privilege awarded
to you is of mere transit and courtesy and not of right,

SERVICIO DE INFORMACION LEGAL
OFICINA DEL FISCAL FEDERAL—Dic. 29
EL ASUNTO DEL NORTHERN LIGHT
CARTA DEL RECAUDADOR

Aduana de New York,
Oficina del Recaudador, Dic. 29, 18556

Querido sefior:—Su carta del.... corriente, informdn-
dome del arresto de George B. Hall, Addison Farns-
worth,y ........... Creigthon, con cargos de violacion de la
Ley de Neutralidad del Congreso de 1818, fue recibida
durante mi ausencia. Tengo que informarle que los ser-
vicios ulteriores de las personas referidas en la oficina
fiscal han sido prescindidos. Hall ha renunciado, Farns-
worth ha sido suspendido y Creigthon destituido. Sin-
ceramente,

Heman J. Redfield, Recaudador
Al Hon. John McKeon, &c.

CARTA DEL FISCAL A PARKER H. FRENCH

Distrito Sur de New York,
Oficina del Fiscal Federal, Dic. 29

Sefior:—E! 24 de Diciembre corriente, fue presentada
una denuncia jurada en esta oficina, que usted, junto
con olras personas, en este distrito habia iniciado, puesto
en pie, proveido y preparado los medios para una expe-
dicién o empresa militar para ser llevada a cabo desde
este pais contra el Territorio de la Repiiblica de Nica-
ragua con el que los Estados Unidos estdn en paz. Los
hechos asi presentados significan una ofensa contra las
leyes de los Estados Unidos, por lo tanto, un Comisario
Federal emitié su orden para el arresto de todas las per-
fonlas acusadas en la declaracién con una violacién de
a ley.

Esta orden ha sido presentadae a todas las partes alii
nombradas con la excepcion de usted. Considero ahora
mi deber informar a usted las razones de mi tardanza
en la ejecucion de la orden. El 22 del corriente, yo sos-
tuve una entrevista con usted, en la cual le expuse la
informacicn que yo habia recibido en relacion a la pro-
puesta partida de grandes grupos de hombres en el vapor
Northern Light, el 24 del corriente con el propdsito de
invadir el Territorio de Nicaragua. Usted negé todo
conocimiento de tal movimiento. En el interin, usted
alegé estar en los Estados Unidos en un cardeter diplo-
mdtico. El gobierno de los Estados Unidos se ha ajus-
tado siempre a la prdctica de la ley de las naciones,
y me siento satisfecho de que el Presidente extienda a
cuclquier persona que reclama tal relacién tales cortesias
como las que a su juicio concuerdan con la dignidad de
los Estados Unidos.

De la correspondencia, copia de la cual ha sido desde
entonces, entregada a usted, aparece que no ha sido re-
cibido o reconocido como Ministro por el Ejecutivo de
los Estados Unidos, que usted no tiene derecho alguno
como Ministro acreditado. Su posicién es “simplemente
la de una persona que viene a este pais a presentarse
como tal, y que no ha sido recibida por razén de su de-
ficiencia en aparecer como que representa un Gobierno
legitimo.” La carta del Procurador General afiade ade-
mds, “que bajo tales circunstancias cualquier privilegio
diplomdtico concedido a usted es transitorio y de mera
cortesia v no de derecho, y que esa cortesia seria reti-
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and that courtesy would be withdrawn from you so soon

as there should be cause to believe that you are engaged

in or contemplating any act not consistent with the

lsaws, the peace, or the public honor of the United
tates.”

Having advised the Attorney General of the charge
against you, and of the process issued thereon, I am now
authorized to say that the President, proceeding in the
spirit of the fullest consideration for the diplomatic
character, desires me to notify you of the present charge,
and that no process will be served upon you, provided
you shall not become chargeable with any further of-
fense, and shall depart from the country within a rea-
sonable time.

By the Constitution of the United States, a privilege
of exemption from arrest is awarded to Senators and
Representatives. It extends to them the privilege of
going to and returning from Congress. Similar exemp-
tions are accorded to members of Legislature. Witnesses
under certain circumstances are exempt from arrest.
But in all these cases the exemption is strictly construed
by our courts. While it is proper that the agents of the
people and witnesses shall be properly protected, it is
also just that citizens having claims shall not be de-
prived of their legal rights by the improper exercise of
this exemption. In like manner the courtesy extended
to you is that of going to Washington and returning to
the foreign country, whence you claim to come as Min-
ister, within a reasonable time. In the hope that no
further complaint will be made against you, tendering
to you my best wishes for your safe return to your own
country, I remain your obedient servant,

John McKeon, District-Attorney, U. S.
To Parker H. French, Esq.

THE REPLY

PARKER H. FRENCH TO THE
DISTRICT-ATTORNEY

House of Legation of the Republic of Nicaragua,
Near the Government of the United States.

Hon. John McKeon, District Attorney United States

Sir: — I received your letter of the 29th inst., notifying
me that a complaint has been made at your office, un-
der oath, charging me, “together with other persons,”
with having “begun, set on foot, provided and prepared
the means for a military expedition or enterprise to be
carried on from this country against the territory of the
Republic of Nicaragua.” As you are the District Attor-
ney of the United States for this District, it is perhaps
proper that I should distinctly avow that neither myself
nor any member of my legation, or household, have
been or are engaged, either directly or indirectly, in any
such enterprise or expedition. You will perceive there-
fore, that it is not necessary that I should give your
letter any further consideration.

Respectfully, &c.
(Signed.) Parker H. French

rada a usted tan pronto como hubiera razon para creer
que usted estd emperfiado en o contemplando algiin acto
no consistente con las leyes, la paz, o el honor de los
Estados Unidos.”

Habiendo informado al Procurador General de los car-
gos contra usted, y del proceso comenzado, estoy autori-

zado a decirle que el Presidente, procediendo con el es-

piritu de la mayor consideracién por el cardcter diplo-
mdtico, desea que le notifique a usted el presente cargo,
y que ningtn proceso se le inicie, siempre que usted no
sea acusado de ofensas ulteriores, y que salga del pais
en un tiempo razonable.

Por la Constitucién de los Estados Unidos, se concede
un privilegio de excepcion a ser arrestados a Senadores

vy Diputados. Les extiende el privilegio de ir y volver

del Congreso. Similares excepciones se les conceden a
los miembros de la Legislatura. Testigos, bajo ciertas
circunstancias, estdn exentos de arresto. Pero en todos
estos casos, la excepcion es. estrictamente interpretada
por nuestros jueces. Mientras que es adecuado que los
representantes del pueblo vy los testigos, estén debida-
mente protegidos, es también justo que a ciudadanos que
tengan reclamos que presentar, no se les prive de sus
legitimos derechos por el impropio ejercicio de esa excep-
cion. De igual manera, la cortesia extendida a usted es
la de ir a Washington y regresar al pais extranjero, de
donde usted alega venir como Ministro, dentro de un
tiempo razonable. En la esperanza de que ninguna
queja posterior sea presentada contra usted, desedndole
mis mejores deseos por un feliz regreso a su propio pais,
quedo de usted su obsecuente seruvidor,

John McKeon, Fiscal Federal

Al Sr. Parker H. French

LA RESPUESTA
PARKER H. FRENCH AL FISCAL

Casa de la Legacién de la Republica de Nicaragua,
Cerca del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos.

Hon. John McKeon, Fiscal Federal.

Sefior:—He recibido su carta del 29 del corriente, no-
tificdindome una denuncia presentada en su oficina, bajo
juramento, acusindome, “junto con otras personas,” de
haber “iniciado, puesto en pie, proveido y preparado los
medios para una expedicion o empresa militar para ser
llevada a cabo desde este pais contra el Territorio de la
Repiiblica de Nicaragua.” Como usted es el Fiscal Fe-
deral de este Distrito, es quizd adecuado que yo deba
claramente manifestar que ni yo, ni ningtn miembro de
mi legacién, o de mi casa, ha estado o estdn empefiados,
directa o indirectamente, en tal empresa o expedicion.
Usted comprenderd, por lo tanto, que no es necesario
que yo le dé a su carta ninguna consideracién ulterior.

Respetuosamente, &c.

(firmado) Parker H. French
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Parker H. French. {(From an ambrotype by Brady.)

COL. PARKER H. FRENCH

This gentleman, now cccupying the responsible office
of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of Nicaragua to the United States, 1s
Likely to be made quite a hion, not only from his official
position, but from the fact that the government is likely,
by its hesitation to acknowledge him, to create a wide
sympathy in his behaif, not otherwise incident to his
positicn. Se far, Col. French has conducted himself with
dignity, and has set an example which might with great
aavantage be imitated by our Federal officers. A note
was addressed to the Colonel by the U. S District
Attorney, J. McKeon, in which occurs the following
extract:

“The courtesy extended to you is that of going to
Washington and of returning to the foreign country
from whence vou claim to come as minister, within a
reasonable time. In the hope that no further complaint
will be made against you, and in tendering to you my
best wishes for your safe return to your own country,”
&e.

To which Col. French replies, that he will go where
he pleases and when he pleases; demes for the hundredth
fime any complicity in filibustering movements, not
only in the Northern Light affair, but in all illegal at-
tempts whatever to colonize Nicaragna. Meanwhile, he
will present his credentials to Mr. Marcy, and Congress
will see that they are properly disposed of.

Parker H. French. (D¢ un fotograbado por Brady.}

CORONEL PARKER H. FRENCH

Este caballero, que ahora ocupa el cargo responsable
de Enviado Extreordinaric y Ministro Plenipotenciario
de la Republica de Nicaragua en los Estados Unidos, es
probable se convierta en un leén, no sélo debido a su
posicion oficial, sino por el hecho de que el gobierno—
por su vacilacion en reconocerlo—es posible que origine
una general simpatia a su favor, no necesariamente in-
cidental a su cargo. Hasta ahora, el Coronel French se
ha conducido con dignidad, y ha dado un ejemplo que
podria con ventaja ser imitado por nuestros funcionarios
Federales. Una nota fue dirigida al Coronel por el Fis-
cal Federal, J. McKeon, en la cual aparece el siguiente
pdrrafo:

“La cortesia que se le extiende es la de ir a Washington
v regresar al pais extranjero de donde usted alega venir
como ministro, dentro de un ilempo razonable. En es-
peras de que ninguna queja posterior seq presentada con-
tra usted, y al presentarle mis mejores deseos por su
segurc regreso a su propio pais,” &ec.

A la que el Coronel French contestd, que él iria donde
le pareciera y cuando le pareciera; niega por la centési-
ma vez toda complicidad en actividades filibusteras, no
sélo en el asunto del Northern Light, sino en todo in-
tento ilegal cualquiera para colonizar Nicaragua. Mien-
tras tanto, él presentard sus credenciales a Mr. Marcy,

y el Congreso verd que ellas sean debidamente conside-
radas.
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