


William Walker 
The Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny 

William Walker (1824-1860), the "Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny," is the indispens­
able root that anchors the Sandinista revolution and current U.S. involvement in 
Central America in true historical perspective. 

Walker was the hottest news personality between the Mexican War and the Civil 
War-for a time the most talked of figure in the United States. Yet today probably 
not one U.S. citizen in ten thousand has ever heard of William Walker-a lost 
character in American history. 

But although forgotten even in his home state of Tennessee, Walker is still vividly 
remembered in Central America as a devil with horns and a tail. Elementary school 
books proudly acclaim the National War of 1856-57, when the ruthless imperialistic 
invader William Walker and his Yankee mercenaries were driven out of Nicaragua 
by the freedom fighters of the five Central American republics. 

William Walker was a "quiet, modest student" before he was suddenly 
transformed in 1849 into the "bold, daring, dauntless revolutionist and warrior." 
The great change in his character, which occurred on the death of his fiancee, has 
never been explained satisfactorily. His many shifts in occupation from doctor to 
lawyer to journalist and to soldier of fortune have never been explained either. 
Walker remains as much a mystery today as he was to his contemporaries, even to 
his closest friends. 

These pages record the process of unraveling the mystery of the "Gray-Eyed Man 
of Destiny," unlocking the hidden springs of Walker's mind; and they bring into 
sharp focus the stormy scenes during the early stages of U.S. imperialism climaxing 
in the Mexican War. 

Walker's forays into Mexico, Nicaragua, and Honduras, until his death by firing 
squad at Truxillo in 1860, will be the subject of succeeding volumes. 
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Walker and Nicaragua 

Walker's attempt to build a Southern Empire from a base in 
Nicaragua, was the salient feature of his life, what made him 
"king of the filibusters" and earned him the "Gray-Eyed Man 
of Destiny" sobriquet. That endeavor will be the subject of 
the next three volumes. The previous two-- The Crescent City 
and The Ca/ifornias-~nstitute an introduction to the main 
body of his biography, having in them studied Walker's 
personality and his American circumstance up to the time 
when he sailed on the Vesta from San Francisco toward 
Reaiejo, in May, 1855. 

Book Three, Nicaragua, opens with a review of Nicaraguan 
history, placing in context the diverse factors that 
Interplayed with Walker upon his arrival at Reaiejo. It then 
follows him (from June, 1855 to May, 1856) until he was ready 
to take over as president of the country. 

Book Four, War of Liberation, follows Walker (from June, 
1856 to May, 1857) through his "presidency" and the revolt 
of Nicaraguan patriots until he was finally expelled by the 
combined efforts of all Central America. 

Book Five, Truxillo, studies Walker's succeeding 
expeditions (from 1857 to 1860) in vain attempts to regain his 
base, until he was killed in Honduras. In addition, to 
conclude, I will analyze Walker's War in Nicaragua In the light 
of his personality structure described in Book One. 

Again, I wish to express my gratitude to those who have 
contributed with their advice and personal attention to the 
tasks of this work, in particular: to professor Steven 
Blakemore for his attentive, critical reading of my manuscript, 
to my son Michael for the computer, and to my brother-in­
law Thomas Bacott for the photomechanics of the illustrations. 

A. B. G. 
Lake Saint Louis, Missouri, September 14, 1989. 
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