


William Walker 
The Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny 

William Walker (1824-1860), the "Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny," is the indispens
able root that anchors the Sandinista revolution and current U.S. involvement in 
Central America in true historical perspective. 

Walker was the hottest news personality between the Mexican War and the Civil 
War-for a time the most talked of figure in the United States. Yet today probably 
not one U.S. citizen in ten thousand has ever heard of William Walker-a lost 
character in American history. 

But although forgotten even in his home state of Tennessee, Walker is still vividly 
remembered in Central America as a devil with horns and a tail. Elementary school 
books proudly acclaim the National War of 1856-57, when the ruthless imperialistic 
invader William Walker and his Yankee mercenaries were driven out of Nicaragua 
by the freedom fighters of the five Central American republics. 

William Walker was a "quiet, modest student" before he was suddenly 
transformed in 1849 into the "bold, daring, dauntless revolutionist and warrior." 
The great change in his character, which occurred on the death of his fiancee, has 
never been explained satisfactorily. His many shifts in occupation from doctor to 
lawyer to journalist and to soldier of fortune have never been explained either. 
Walker remains as much a mystery today as he was to his contemporaries, even to 
his closest friends. 

These pages record the process of unraveling the mystery of the "Gray-Eyed Man 
of Destiny," unlocking the hidden springs of Walker's mind; and they bring into 
sharp focus the stormy scenes during the early stages of U.S. imperialism climaxing 
in the Mexican War. 

Walker's forays into Mexico, Nicaragua, and Honduras, until his death by firing 
squad at Truxillo in 1860, will be the subject of succeeding volumes. 
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BOOK TWO: 

THE CALIFORNIAS 



vi 

CALIFORNIA REPUBLIC 

JULT 4, 1846: COL. JOHN c. FRERONT RAISES THE BEAR FlAG AT SONORA (BEAR, STRIPE• 
AND STAR STAINED 01 VHITE COTTON VITH THE JUICE OF BERRIES), AID 
IECLARES THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE "CALIFORNIA REPUBLIC." 

JULT 7, 1846: CBRRODORE JOHN D. SLOAT RAISES THE STARS-ANo-STRIPES OYER ROITERET 
AID OFFICIAllY TAlES CALIFORNIA FOR THE UIITED STATES. 

LIFE-SPAN: THREE OATS 

REPUBLIC OF LOVER CALIFORNIA 

NOYEft8[R J, 185J: COL. VllliAR VALIER RAISES THE TVO-STAR FLAG AT LA PAZ (THREE 
HORIZONTAL STRIPES, REDo VHITE AND REDo VITH TVO &OlDEN STARS 
IN THE VHITE), AND DECLARES THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE "REPUBLIC 
OF LOVER CALIFORNIA.• 

JANUARY 18, 1854: PRESIDENT VllliAR VALIER CHANGES THE MARE OF HIS "REPUBLIC OF 
LOVER CALIFORNIA" TO "REPUBLIC OF SONORA. • 

"AT 8, 1854: Ctl. VllliAR VALIER, "PRESIDENT OF SONORA," SURRENDERS AT LA PUNTA. 

liFE-SPAN: SIX RONTHS 
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CAU fORNIAREPUBL1C 

* * 
REPUBLIC Of LOWER CALifORNIA 



CONTENTS 

Part One : A NEW EARTH 

I. The Conquest of California 3 
2. Nation Makers! Onward Go! 18 
3. Filibusters! Onward Go! 38 
4. William Walkeri Onward Go! 47 

Part Two : TII10THY TUO<ER, ESQ. 61 

5. lthuriel's Paradise 62 
6. Colt Revolvers at Ten Paces 71 
7. A Way to Stop Crime 83 
8. Tucker Behind Bars 94 

Part Three : DOUBLE TRANSFORMATION 103 

9. Setback for Gumbo 104 
10. The Doomed City 112 
11. Refuge in Hary's-ville 125 
IZ. Double-Headed Body 140 

Part Four : WORTHY DINNER FOR DICK 

13. Apaches and Argonauts 153 
14. Harbinger for Sonora 163 
15. Frenchmen to the Rescue 172 
16. The Southern Connection 181 

151 



Part Five 1 COLONEL DICK 0085 193 

17. Dabs' Hlsslon to Guaymas 194 
18. Forty-Five Immortals 205 
19. The Republic of Lower California 217 
20. President of Sonora 229 

Part Six 1 DISOWNED 243 

21. The Gadsden Connection 244 
22. Castaway at Ensenada 258 
23. Allegiance to the Usurper 270 
24. Exeunt the New Republic 284 
25. Exeunt the Sultan of Sonora 301 

Part Seven : GUHBO TO TUCKER TO DOBS 309 

26. Champion of Broderick 310 
27. Acoultted 320 
28. lthurlel Unmasks the Autocrat 328 
29. The Cole Contract 344 
30. The Vesta Immortals 356 

APPENOIX 367 

Walker's Defense at his Trial 368 

ILLUSTRATION ACKNOWLEDGHENTS 377 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 379 

INDEX 395 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

PICTURES: 

Twin Phantom RePObltcs vii 
Alta California Indians 5 
Mission of San Otego 6 
Sutter's Fort 9 
Monterey 10 
Forty-ntners uo the Chagres River 24 
Forty-niners down Panama way 25 
San Francisco Bay, 1848 26 
San Francisco Bay. 1849 27 
Argonauts across the Plains 28 
Grog-shoD and gambl lng-house 33 
General Narciso LOpez 40 
SS Oregon 53 
Edmund Randolph 58 
John Nugent 59 
William Walker 60 
Colt revolvers at ten paces 79 
The Plaza 97 
The Doomed City 113 
Walker's "Regulators• In action 124 
Marysville 126 
A. Parker Crittenden 147 
The Apaches 154 
Guadaluoe Pass. Sierra Madre. Sonora 156 
Junction of the Gila and Colorado rivers 159 
Tucson. Sonora 167 
Henry A. Crabb 187 
Guavmas 201 
General Ethan Allen Hitchcock 209 



XII 

The Caroline 220 
Fort Hct<lbben, Ensenada 225 
Adjutant Ruland writing dispatches 232 
Ensenada, fifty years after Walker 242 
SlooP-Of-War Portsmouth 265 
Baja California landholders 274 
Baja California Indians 275 
Rosario. Baja California 286 
Entrance to Arroyo Grande 287 
Rocky road In Baja 288 
The Monument 299 
Repeat Performance at La Punta 300 
Count Gaston Raoul de Raousset-Boulbon 306 
William H. Gwin 333 

HAPS: 

Eighteenth Century HaP 2 
Alta California 14 
Baja California 15 
Sonora 152 
The New Republic 215 
The Republic of Lower California (18531 216 
The Gadsden Purchase 252 
The Republic of Lower California (18541 283 
Nicaragua 348 

DOCUMENTS: 

Fantasy-Land Warrant 196 
Nation Makers. Onward Go1 228 
Surrender at La Punta 298 
William the Wanderer 332 
The Castellon-Gole COntract 346 
Fifty-Eight Founding Fathers 361 


